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The	Islay	Show	10	August	

Walks	to	the	Giant’s	Grave	11,	12,	13	August	

Imagining	Kildalton,	Port	Ellen	
7pm	Monday,	14	August	

First	footsteps	on	Islay,	Port	CharloEe,		
7.00pm	Tuesday		14	August	
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10-16	August	2017	

Palaeolithic		??	-	9,600	BC	

Mesolithic		9,600	–	3800	BC		

Neolithic		3800	–	2000	BC	

Bronze	Age	2000	–	500	BC	

Iron	Age		600	BC	–	AD	400	

Early	Medieval	AD	400	–	1100	
Arrival	of	Vikings	at	800	

Late	Medieval	AD	1100-	1600	
Treaty	of	Perth	1266,	when	Norwegian	
King	handed	control	of	Hebrides	to	King	
of	Scotland	

Post-Medieval	AD	1600	–		
																															present	day	

PREHISTORIC	 HISTORIC	



	
	The	Kintour	Landscape	study	area	

Kintour	



The	Kintour	Landscape	Survey	

Roddy	Regan	



Archaeological	sites	listed	on	Canmore	

Virtually	no	systema;c	archaeological	
work	in	modern	;mes	
	
•  Cup	marked	stone	
•  Cist	burial	
•  Standing	stones	
	
•  Hut	circles,	Enclosures,	and	

Homesteads	–	Bronze	and	Iron	
Age?	

•  Five	Forts	and	nine	Duns:	Iron	Age	
and	Medieval?	

•  Medieval	sites:	chapels	and	burials	

•  Sheilings,	on	the	higher	ground	

•  SeElements		



A	very	brief	history	of	landholding	on	Islay	

•  During	medieval	period	much	of	Islay	was	dominated	by	various	branches	of	the	
MacDonalds	of	Islay	

•  Between	late	15th	and	early	16th	centuries	MacDonalds	forfeited	the	island	

•  In	1493	John	II	Lord	of	the	Isles,	John	Maclan	of	Ardnamurchan	was	awarded	extensive	lands	
on	Islay	by	James	IV,	including	those	forfeited	by	John	MacDonald	of	Dunyvaig,	and	the	castle	
of	Dunyvaig	itself			

•  In	1510	Maclan	was	murdered,	leaving	his	young	sons	under	the	guardianship	of	his	brother	
in	law	the	Earl	of	Argyll	who	passed	the	administra;on	of	their	Islay	estates	to	Campbell	of	
Cawder	unbl	his	son	Alexander	came	of	age	and	took	possession	of	his	father’s	estate	in	
1528	

•  The	Maclan	influence	came	to	an	end	when	James	MacDonald	of	Dunyvaig	was	granted	his	
family	lands	in	1545	

•  Family	debts	eventually	led	to	the	lands	being	mortgaged	to	John	Campbell	Thane	of	Cawder	
in	1612,	while	internal	family	feuding	and	disorder	in	the	isles	led	to	Islay’s	lands	being	given	
to	Cawder	by	the	crown	in	1614.	Following	sieges	at	Dunyvaig	and	Loch	Gorme,	Cawder	took	
possession	in	1615		



A	very	brief	history	of	landholding	on	Islay	

•  Despite	trying	to	sell	to	the	Earl	of	Antrim	in	1627,	Islay	remained	in	Cawder’s	hands	unbl	1723	
when	it	was	mortgaged	to	the	Campbell’s	of	Shawfield	

•  The	Campbells	brought	in	new	tacksmen	to	supplant	for	former	supporters	of	Clan	Donald	– 
tacksmen	were	land	holders	of	intermediate	legal	and	social	status,	who	sub-let	their	land	to	
tenants		

•  In	order	to	maximise	profits	the	tacksmen	increased	number	of	tenants	on	some	landholdings,	
including	those	of	Ardtalla	and	Claggain	in	1644	

•  Because	Islay	could	not	provide	the	income	required	for	the	Cawder	family	it	was	mortgaged	to	
Daniel	Campbell	of	Shawfield,	who	bought	the	estate	in	1726	

•  Daniel	Campbell	and	his	descendants	tried	to	introduce	improvements,	such	as	drainage,	
enclosures	and	new	crops	(potatoes)	

•  Bankruptcy	of	Walter	Frederick	Campbell	forced	the	sale	of	his	Islay	Estate	to	the	Victorian	
entrepreneur	James	Morrison	in	1853,	who	sold	the	Kildalton	Estate	to	John	Ramsey	in	1855	

•  Kildalton	House	and	the	16,000	acre	estate	was	then	acquired	in	1922	by	the	adventurer	John	
Talbot	Clifon,	and	remained	with	his	family	unbl	the	lease	was	purchased	by	the	Mactaggart	
family	in	1938.	The	lands	are	now	part	of	the	Ardtalla	Estate.	



	

Cartographic	evidence:	Blaeu’s	Atlas	1654	

•  The	first	Atlas	of	Scotland	
•  Published	in	Amsterdam,	in	Labn,	Dutch,	French	and	German,	Spanish	one	later	added	
•  Based	on	cartographic	work	undertaken	in	late	16th	century	
•  Depicts	a	series	of	seElements	running	down	SE	coast	of	Islay,	north	of	Ardilistry	Bay	

(Clagintarroch)	

(Trudernish)	

(Ardtal
la)	

(Cnoc	Rhaonasbl)	

(Kildalton)	

(Proag)	

(Kintour)	



	

Stephen	MacDougall’s	map	of	Islay	1749-51	

•  A	series	of	liner	NW/SE	
oriented	farms	or	
landholdings		within	the	
northern	end	of	the	
Kildalton	parish	

•  These	contain	seElements	
that	roughly	equate	to	the	
posibons	of	known	
seElements	

(Ardtalla)	

(Kildalton)	

(Ardmoir)	

(Proag)	

(Kintour)	

Craigfin	

Staoin	



Land	divisions	

•  The	land	divisions	and	their	seElements	likely	established	by	the	end	of	the	15th	century	

•  Kintour	established	as	an	estate	centre	consisbng	of	10	marklands		

•  Staoin,	Creagfin	and	Ballore	part	of	the	landholding	of	Kintour	

A	markland	was	
twelve	ouncelands.	
The	markland	
derived	its	name	
from	the	old	coin,	
the	Merk,		which	was	
the	annual	rent	paid	
on	it,	and	so	it	was	
calculated	by	this,	
rather	than	its	actual	
area.	Originally	a	
Scots	Merk	Scots	was	
13s	4d	(160	pence),	
but	the	Scojsh	
coinage	depreciated	
against	the	English,	
and	by	the	18th	
century	a	Scots	merk	
was	worth	only	
13	1/3d	sterling	–	
one-twelfh	of	its	
original	value.		



	

George	Langlands’	map	of	Argyll	1802	



	

Cartographic	evidence:	First	edibon	of	Ordnance	Survey	Map	1878	

Much	greater	detail,	with	several	named	seElements,	and	several	unnamed	seElements	

Dun	Fhinn	

Staoin	
Creagfinn	 Ballore	



	

Archaeological	survey,	April	2017	

	

•  April	1-7	2017	
•  Walkover	survey,	led	by	Roddy	Regan	
•  Recorded	19	sites,	ranging	from	deserted	

townships	to	isolated	sheilings	



	

First	edibon	of	Ordnance	Survey	Map	1878	

Dun	Fhinn	

Staoin	
Creagfinn	 Ballore	



Duns	and	Forts	on	Islay	

•  Islay	has	92	structures	classified	as	forts	and	duns,	and	one	idenbfied	as	a	
broch	

•  The	Kintour	survey	area	has	five	forts	and	nine	duns,	one	of	the	highest	density	
of	these	structures	in	Argyll	

•  Assumed	to	date	to	the	Iron	Age	c.	800	BC	–	400	AD	–	but	no	duns	or	forts	have	
been	excavated	on	Islay		

•  Dun	Fhinn	occupies	the	northern	end	of	of	a	prominent	SW/NE	oriented	
natural	ridge,	with	extensive	views	to	the	north,	east	and	west,	with	more	
limited	views	to	the	south.		



Dun	Nosebridge	

An	atypical	dun,	
potenbally	early	Medieval.	
It	as	a	resemblance	to	the	
ringworks	associated	with	

marauding	armies	in	
England	and	Ireland,	but	
following	a	Scandinavian	
tradibon.	Alternabvely,	a	
it	might	be	a	Hebridean	
interpretabon	of	moEes	

or	Anglo-Norman	
ringworks	



Similarly,	Dun	Guaidhre	



Walking	to	Dun	Fhinn,	April	2017	



Captain	
MacDonalds’	
expedibon	to	Dun	
Fhinn,	recorded	in	
volume	2	of	the	
Founda'ons	of	
Islay	by	Domhnull	
Gruamach	(1970),	
which	is	in	Ian	
Mitchell's	
collecbon	in	the	
Islay	Museum.	

Another	walk	to	Dun	Fhinn	on	7	April	1964	



	

Dun	Fhinn,	April	2017	



Fionn	mac	Cumhaill	somebmes	transcribed	in	English	as	MacCool	or	MacCoul,	
was	a	mythical	hunter-warrior	of	Irish	mythology,	occurring	also	in	the	
mythologies	of	Scotland	and	the	Isle	of	Man.	
		

Dun	Fhinn	



The	RCAHMS	describe	Dun	Fhinn	as:	
	
‘This	dun	is	situated	on	a	rocky	knoll	in	rough	moorland	
1.6	km	WNW	of	Kintour.	The	knoll	rises	15m	above	the	
surrounding	ground	but	has	li?le	natural	defensive	
strength.		The	dun	measures	18m	by	11m	within	what	
was	a	massive	wall	varying	in	thickness	from	3.5m	on	the	
NE	to	2.0m	on	the	WSW.	Large	inner	and	outer	facing-
stones	remain	in	posi'on	intermi?ently,	and	wall	debris	
covers	the	SE	flank	of	the	knoll	in	a	scree-like	spread.	At	
the	SW	end	there	is	a	par'cularly	heavy	spread	of	jumbled	
stones,	and	while	without	excava'on	it	is	not	possible	to	
be	sure,	it	seems	most	likely	that,	as	indicated	on	the	plan,	
the	wall	split	into	two	sec'ons;	the	inner	sec'on	followed	
the	margin	of	the	summit	to	complete	the	dun	wall,	while	
the	outer	sec'on	branched	down	towards	the	foot	of	the	
knoll,	through	a	drop	of	about	3m,	to	form	a	curving	
outwork.	The	entrance	through	the	outwork	is	2.7m	in	
average	width,	and	a	short	length	of	each	of	the	side-
walls	of	the	passage	is	exposed.	The	entrance	through	the	
inner	wall	is	obscured	by	debris.	Within	the	interior	there	
is	a	later	intrusive	enclosure	formed	by	a	wall	1m	thick	
with	an	entrance	facing	NE’	(RCAHMS	1984).	

Dun	Fhinn	



Survey	of	Dun	Fhinn	

The	topographic	survey	of	Dun	Fhinn	was	
conducted	using	a	Leica	GS09/CS09	GNSS	
SmartNet	system,	which	is	able	to	record	X,	Y,	
and	height	(Z)	locabon	data	to	within	2cm	
accuracy.	The	system	collects	satellite	data	
which	is	corrected	in	real-bme,	from	a	known	
base	stabon	on	the	mainland	via	an	internet	
link.	The	survey	took	three	days,	over	which	
3000	data	points	were	collected	within	the	
local	landscape	of	the	Dun.		This	included	the	
survey	of	the	Dun	itself,	and	the	surrounding	
landscape	in	which	it	sits.	Over	and	close	to	the	
mound	of	the	Dun	itself,	the	spabal	resolubon	
of	the	survey	is	approximately	2m.	The	broader	
landscape	survey	was	surveyed	to	
approximately	10m	resolu;on	(Figure	5).		A	
micro-topographical	survey	across	the	plateau	
of	the	Dun	was	also	undertaken	(Figures	6	&	7),	
with	a	survey	resolubon	of	approximately	
0.5m,	so	that	finer	detail	of	the	topography	and	
upstanding	archaeology	within	this	area	could	
be	further	understood.		



Surveying	of	Dun	Fhinn,	looking	north	



	

Surveying	of	Dun	Fhinn,	looking	east	



	

Survey	of	Dun	Fhinn	



	

Topography	of	the	plateau	and	immediate	surrounding	landscape		



	

Micro-topography	of	the	dun	plateau	



	

Micro-topography	of	the	dun	plateau	



Circular	structure	within	Dun	Fhinn	

•  Measures	6.6	–	6.4m	internal	diameter,	walls	up	to	1.2m	think,	upstanding	to	0.6m	

•  RCAHMS	argues	this	is	a	later	addibon	to	the	structure	

•  Might	this	be	a	shieling?	What	date	is	it?			



Circular	structure	within	Dun	Fhinn	



	 	

Rubble	filled	lower	entrance	through	
the	dun	outwork	

The	eastern	side	of	the	entrance	

Dun	Fhinn:	entrance	



	 	

Facing	stones	of	the	eastern	side	of	the	
entrance	

The	lower	out-work	facing	stones	with	
the	distorted	facing	stones	of	the	dun	
wall	above	

Dun	Fhinn:	entrance	and	walls	



	
	

The	facing	stones	on	the	SW	side	of	
the	dun	 The	facing	stones	on	the	NW	side	of	

the	dun	

SW	and	NW	walls	



	

Next	steps:	excavabon	to	establish	chronology	of	interior	

2018	excavabon?	



	

First	edibon	of	Ordnance	Survey	Map	1878	

Dun	Fhinn	

Staoin	
Creagfinn	 Ballore	



View	of	Staoin,	from	the	north	flank	of	Dun	Fhinn,	April	2017	



Surveying	at	Staoin,	April	2017	



Staoin		-	‘bn’	or	‘boulder’	

Staoin	became	a	separate	landholding	from	Kintour	in	1722,	
		
1741:	In	the	Rental	Roll	of	Islay,	“Stoin”	was	leased	to	Baillie	Coll	McAlister	for	
the	sum	of	c.	£4	per	year.	
		
1848:		“Stoine”	was	held	as	a	joint	tenancy	with	Kintour	between	Dugald	
McDougall,	Colin	Campbell	and	Malcolm	Campbell	on	a	four	year	lease	unbl	
1852	with	an	annual	rent	shared	between	them	of	c.	£140.	
	
Census	1841	

	 	Duncan	McNab 	 	55 	 	Agricultural	Labourer	
	 	Chrisban	McNab 	 	45 	 	Wife	
	 	Nancy	McNab 	 	17 	 	Daughter	
	 	Donald	McNab 	 	15 	 	Son	
	 	Bell	McNab 	 	 	13 	 	Daughter	
	 	Duncan	McNab 	 	11 	 	Son	
	 	Katharine	McNab	 	8 	 	Daugther	

	



Staoin		-	‘bn’	or	‘boulder’	

In	1851	and	1861:		No	separate	entries	in	Census	for	Staoin,	included	and	listed	
as	‘Kintur’.	However	an	‘Account	of	Populabon	in	Parish	of	Kildalton’	drawn	up	in		
1860	lists	those	at	‘Staoine’.	
		

	 	Anne	Morrison 	 	54	
	 	Donald	M	orrison	 	 	25	
	 	John	Morrison	 	 	22	
	 	Jessie	Morrison 	 	18 	 		
	 	Chrisbna	Morrison 	 	16	
	 	Archibald	Morrison	 	13	
	 	Catherin	Morrison	 	 	10	

		
Census	1871:		

	 	Donald	Morrison	 	36 	 	Shepherd	
	 	Bella	Morrison 	 	25 	 	Wife	of	Shepherd	
	 	Agnes	Morrison 	 	2 	 	Daughter	

		
•  Donald	Morrison	moved	with	his	wife	to	Islay	from	Dunoon	somebme	

between	1861	and	1869.		His	daughter	was	born	an	Ileach.		
•  	Staoin	appears	to	have	been	unoccupied	afer	1871.		



Structures	at	Staoin		

•  Only	the	area	of	south	of	
the	Kintour	River	was	
surveyed,	although	
seElement	extended	to	the	
north	of	the	river	

•  Area	to	the	south	was	
bounded	by	a	turf	and	
earthen	dyke,	enclosing	
extensive	rig	and	furrow	
culbvabon	

•  Five	structures	and	three	
enclosures	were	recorded	



	

Staoin	Structure	1	
	
•  10.8m	long	X	6.6m	wide,	oriented	EW	

•  Walls	in	part	stand	to	probable	full	
height	of	2.1m	

•  Two	opposed	entrances	

•  Clay	and	sand/mortar	packing	within	
the	walls	

	

Staoin	Structure	2	
•  Rectangular,	rubble	built	oriented	EW	

•  13.8m	long	X	7m	wide	

•  Denuded/robbed	walls	stand	to	0.6m	high	

•  Two	opposed	entrances	at	W	end	of	
structure	

Structures	at	Staoin		



 	 		

Staoin	Structure	3	
•  Rectangular,	rubble	built	oriented	NW/SE	

•  6.0m	long	X	5.4m	wide	

•  Walls	standign	to	1.5m	high	

•  Building	appears	to	have	been	shortened	
because	foobngs	appear	to	extend	an	earlier	
version	of	the	building	2m	to	the	NW	

	

Staoin	Structure	5	
	
•  Kiln	

•  7m	X	5m,	with	main	oval	kilm	
measuring	5m	X	4m,	1.3m	in	height	

•  Flue	on	E	side	

•  Foobngs	of	an	earlier	kiln	extend	to	the	
west	

	
	

Structures	at	Staoin		



	

Cartographic	evidence:	First	edibon	of	Ordnance	Survey	Map	1878	

Much	greater	detail,	with	several	named	seElements,	and	several	unnamed	seElements	

Dun	Fhinn	

Staoin	
Creagfinn	 Ballore	



At	Creagfinn,	April	2017	



Creagfinn	(’Finn’s	Rock)	

Creagfinn	appears	in	the	Islay	Rental	Rolls	of	1541	as	Craggin,	in	1545	as	
Cragfyne,	and	is	in	the	1686	rolls	as	Craigfinn.		
		
1694:	In	the	Hearth	Tax,	Craigfin	was	occupied	by	the	families	of	Robert	
Campbell	and	John	McMillan,	both	tenant	farmers.	
		
1741:	The	Rental	Rolls	of	1741	show	Craigfinn	leased	to	John	Campbell	of	
Askomell	for	a	rent	of	c.	£34	per	year.	
		
1829-1848:	Craigfin	and	Ardmeanach	(a	landholding	that	no	longer	exists	but	
was	on	the	opposite	side	of	the	road	east	of	today’s	Kintour	Farm)	were	on	a	
19	year	lease	to	Alexander	Campbell,	a	tenant	farmer.		In	1848	this	became	a	
year	to	year	lease	at	c.	£140	per	year.	



Creagfinn	(’Finn’s	Rock)	

CENSUS	RETURNS:	
		
1841: 	Alexander	Campbell	 	55 	 	Agricultural	Labourer	

	 	Mary	Campbell 	 	50 	 	Wife	of	Ag.	Lab.	
	 	John	Campbell 	 	15 	 	Son	
	 	Janet	Wilson	 	 			7 	 	Granddaughter	
	 	Ann	Wilson 	 	 			5 	 	Granddaughter	

		
	 	John	McDuffie 	 	50 	 	Agricultural	Labourer	
	 	Cathrin	McDuffie	 	50 	 	Wife	
	 	Alexander	McDuffie 	12 	 	Son	
	 	Isabella	McDuffie	 			9 	 	Daughter	

		
1851,	1861	and	1871:		No	separate	entries	in	Census	for	Creagfinn,	included	and	
listed	as	‘Kintur’.	
		



Creagfinn	(’Finn’s	Rock)	

1881: 	 	Peter	Sinclair	 	66	(?) 	 	Shepherd	
	 	 	Duncan	Sinclair 	37 	 	 	Son,	Shepherd	
	 	 	Susan	Sinclar	 	33	(?) 	 	Sister	of	Shepherd	

		
1891: 	 	Peter	Sinclair	 	85	(?) 	 	Rebred	Shepherd	

	 	 	Susan	Shepherd 	55	(?) 	 	Sister,	Housekeepher 		
		
•  Peter	Sinclair,	his	sister	and	son	came	to	Islay	somebme	between	1861	and	

1871	from	Dalavich	near	Oban.			

•  Peter	was	already	a	widower	and	he	was	listed	in	the	1871	Census	as	a	
shepherd	at	Ardtalla.		Peter	died	in	1897,	his	sister,	Susan,	moved	back	to	
the	mainland	shortly	afer	his	death	as	she	is	listed	in	1901	Census	as	living	
in	Oban.			

•  They	are	the	last	recorded	occupants	of	Creagfinn.	

CENSUS	RETURNS	



•  Six	rectangular	buildings	(Structures	1,	2,	3,	4,	5,6	and	9),a		seventh	irregular	
buildings	(8)	and	two	kils	(2	and	7)	

•  Situated	on	a	broad	bend	in	the	Kintour	River	surrounded	by	enclosures	with	rig	
and	furrow	

•  Structure	9	was	roofed	on	1st	edibon	of	OS	map,	suggesbng	it	was	the	last	occupied	

The	archaeology	of	Creagfinn	



	

•  18m	X	6m,		with	0.6m	wide	walls,	standing	to	1.7m	suggesbng	gable	end	

•  Building	divided	into	three	parts,	with	two	opposing	entrances	

•  Traces	of	an	aEached	10m	wide	enclosure	aEached	to	its	western	side	

•  Two	twinning	pens	within	northern	room	

Creagfinn:	Structure	1	



•  Sub-circular,	5.5m	X	5m,	stands	to	2.4m	

•  Walls	up	to	1.4m	thick,	around	a	central	chamber,	accessed	from	the	SW	side	

	

Creagfinn	:	Structure	2,	Kiln	



•  A	T-shaped	building	

•  At	western	end	the	foobngs	of	a	SW/NE	rectangular	building	9.8m	X	5.2m	

•  Over	this,	a	smaller	structure	5.4m	X	3.3m	

•  Smaller	structure	divided	into	two	rooms,	the	northern	one	with	a	curving	wall	

•  To	the	SE	is	a	rectangular	range	16m	X	6.1m,	divided	into	three	parts	

Creagfinn:	Structure	4	

	



•  NW/SE	oriented,	15.6m	long	X	5.8m	wide	

•  Walls	0.8m	wide,	standing	to	1.15m	high	

•  Divided	into	three	parts	

•  Smaller	structure	divided	into	two	rooms,	the	northern	one	with	a	curving	wall	

•  Two	entrances	on	the	S	side	give	access	to	the	E	and	W	rooms	

Creagfinn:	Structure	9	

	



	

Creagfinn:	rig	and	furrow	



	

Cartographic	evidence:	First	edibon	of	Ordnance	Survey	Map	1878	

Much	greater	detail,	with	several	named	seElements,	and	several	unnamed	seElements	

Dun	Fhinn	

Staoin	
Creagfinn	 Ballore	



Ballore,	April	2017	



Ballore,	April	2017	

•  Baille	=	Township	
•  ‘Odhar’	=	dun,	meaning	light	

brown	colour	

•  In	1686	Churchlands	of	Islay,	
there	is	reference	to	a	
‘Ballindeor’,	being	part	of	the	
holdings	of	Creagfinn	and	
known	as	the	Township	of	the	
Dewar	

•  A	Dewar	is	a	locally	appointed	
officer	in	charge	of	a	sacred	
relic	

•  The	seElement	consist	of	five	
definite	structures	and	one	
possible	structure,	with	two	
enclosures	



	

	

Ballore,	Structure	1	
•  Oval,	E/W	oriented	rubble	

built	structure	

•  Rounded	ends,	7.8m	long	X	
4.3m	wide	

•  Walls	standing	to	1.7m	in	
height	

Ballore,	Structure	2	
•  Oval,	SW/NE	oriented	rubble	

built	structure	

•  Rounded	ends,	8.7m	long	X	
5.0m	wide	

•  Walls	standing	to	1.6m	in	
height	

Ballore,	Structures	1	and	2	



	

	

Ballore,	Structure	3	
•  Oval,	SW/NE	oriented	rubble	

built	structure	

•  Rounded	ends,	9.5m	long	X	
3.2m	wide	

•  Walls	standing	to	0.6m	in	
height	

•  Entrance	on	SE	side	

Ballore,	Structure	4	
•  Oval,	E/W	oriented	rubble	

built	structure	

•  Rounded	ends,	12.4m	long	X	
6.7m	wide	

•  Walls	standing	to	1.9m	in	
height	

•  Opposed	entrances	on	long	
sides	and	internally	divided	
by	a	cross	wall	

Ballore,	Structures	3	and	4	



	

Ballore,	Enclosure	2		

Irregular	shaped	stone	and	turf	enclose	aEached	to	Structure	4	with	
internal	rig	and	furrow	



	

First	edibon	of	Ordnance	Survey	Map	1878	



	

Further	sites	with	the	Kintour	survey	area	

	

	

Sheilings	

Site	15	
Well	and	two	

structures	
within	an	
enclosure	

Site	14	A	circular	and	a	rectangular	enclosure	



•  Extensively	seEled	from	Iron	Age	onwards	

•  Focus	of	seElements	on	or	near	to	the	banks	of	the	river,	which	can	
be	traced	back	to	the	15th	century	from	historic	documents	

•  SeElement	may	have	been	more	dispersed	at	an	earlier	date	
because	of	the	number	of	small	and	unnamed	seElements,	with	
the	larger	concentrabons,	such	as	Creagfinn,	being	later	
developments	

•  Structures	different	at	Ballore	and	Creagfinn	

•  Ballore:	curved	or	rounded	ends	suggesbng	hipped	roofs,	relabvely	
small.	Suggests	pre-18th	century	

•  Creagfinn:	long	rectagular	structures,	rubble	built	walls,	probably	
gable	ends.	Suggests	18th	and	19th	century	

	

Summary	



Next	steps:	test	excavabon	at	a	sample	of	sites	and	structures	to	
establish	absolute	chronology.	April	2018?	

	 	

	 	

Ballore	 Creagfinn	

Staoin	 Site	14	



And	finally,	and	with	further	excavabon	…	

Will	we	ever	find	the	traces	of:	
	
The	Campbells,	Wilsons,	McDuffies	and	Sinclairs	of	Creagfinn?	
	
Or	the	NcNabs	and	the	Morrisons	of	Staoin	
	
Or	the	Dewar	of	Ballore?	
	
Or	will	these	always	remain	forgo`en	lives?	
	
	



With	thanks	to	…	

	

Roddy	…                            …	and	the	team	

•  The	Ardtalla	Estate	
•  Tom	Dun,	Deb	Baker	
•  The	Ian	Mactaggart	Trust	
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FEEDBA
CK

Islay Heritage would really value your 

feedback to help it plan future events 

for the community. 

Please complete this card and leave in 

the box provided.
Which event  did you attend?

Islay Show Stone  Age exhibition and  demonstration | 10 AugWalk to the Giant’s Grave  excavation | 11/12/13 AugLecture: Imagining  Kildalton | 14 Aug
Lecture: First footsteps  on Islay | 15 Aug

Lecture: Forgotten lives  of the Illeach | 16 Aug

How enjoyable did you find the event?1 2 3 4 5How informative did you find the event?1 2 3 4 5
Please provide a comment:

Please circle a number:

Are you:  A resident of Islay? A visitor to Islay?
Thank you very much  for your valuable feedback

Please	complete	an	Islay	Heritage	feed	back	postcard		


